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EDITORIAL NOTICES.
In consequence of the Pressure on our space and the shortage

nt paper, the Editor may be compelled to abbreviate comm unica-
tions, as an alternative to their rejection, rahen time does not
allow them to be reconsidered by their authors.
Lectures, original articles, and reports should be written on

one side of the paper only, and when accompanied by
bloeks it is requested that the name of the author, and if
possible of the article, should be written on the blocks to
facilitate identification.

We cannot prescribe or recommend practitioners.
Offices: 423, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2.

Communications, Letters, &c., to the Editor have
been received from&mdash;

A,-Prof. F. W. Andrewes, Lond. ;
Mr R. E. Artrick, Maidenhead;
Armenian Red Cross and Refugee 
Fund. Lond.; Dr. Athill Crut-
well, Bagshot; Lieut.-Col. J. G.
Adami, A.D.M.S.; Dr. H. G.
Adamson, Lond.

B.-Dr. G. Blacker, Lond.; Sir I
John Byers, Belfast; Dr. F. E.
Batten, Lond. ; Miss Bertha
Barger, Lond. ; Major J. S. Bury,
R.A.M.C.; Surg. R. A. Brown, ]
R.N.; Dr. J. M. Brown, Lond. ;
Mr. H. Birmingham, Goulburn.

,C,-Mr. W. H. Coupland, Lan-
caster ; Dr. A. S. Cobbledick,
Lond.; Conjoint Board in Ire-
land, Dublin, Sec. of; Dr. H. P I

Cholmeley, Forest Row; Mrs.
Craig, Troon; Dr. S. Coupland,
Lond.

D.-Mr. J. Dawson, Lond.; Mr. 
’

S. W. Daw, Leeds.
E.-Dr. W. A. Evelyn, York; Dr.
R. Evershed, Lond.; Mr. H.
Elliot, Lond.

F,-Factories, Chief Inspector of, ; 
Lond.; Miss C Fisher, Lond.

G.-Dr. C. W. Gittens, Cambridge ;
Dr. E. W. Goodall, Lond.; Dr.
G. W. Goodhart, Lond.; Dr. C.
Gouldesbrough, Lond.

H.-Dr. R. Howden, Newcastle-
on-Tyne ; Lieut.-Col. L. W.
Harrison, R.A.M.C.; Dr. T. B.
Hyslop, Lond.; Dr. E. Halford-
Ross, Lond.

I.-Insurance Committee for the
County of London.

I.-Miss M. Jones, Pangbourne.
g.-Lieut.-CoI. J. Keay, R.A.M.C.
L-Dr. C. E. Lea, Manchester;
Local Government Board, Lond.;

jjr. Janet Lane Ulaypon, Lond.;
F,eet-Surg. G. M Levick, R.N.

M.-Medical Research Committee,
Lond.; Mr. H. J. Morris, Shef-
field ; Sir Donald MacAlister,
K.C.B., Edinburgh ; Mr. W.
Mart,indale, Lond.; Dr. J. C.
Me Walter; Ministry of National
Service, Lond.; Capt. J. F.
McMillan, R.A.M.C.; Mr. J.
Mac Munn. Lond.

N.-National Hospital for the
Paralysed and Epileptic. Lond.;
Dr. M. J. Nolan, Downpatrick ;
National Food Reform AsRoeia-
tion ; New Z aland Department
of Public Health, Wellmgton.

O.-Miss B. M. Oakley, Port
Talbot.

P.-Dr. E. P. Poulton, Wolding- i
ham. 

R.-Royal Institution of Great I
Britain, Lond.; Miss E. A. Rout, ’,
Lond.; Registrar General, Edin-
burgh ; Mr W. H. C. Romanis,
Lond.; Registrar-General,Dublin.

S.-Dr. H. Sutherland, Lond.;
Major W. A. Stott. R.E.; Capt.
S. Shepheard, R.A.M.C.(T);
Societe de Biologie. Paris; Dr.
C. T. Scott, Market Rarborough;
Major S. A. Smith, D.S.O.,
R.A.M.C.

T.-Sir J. J. Thomson, O.M., Cam-
bridge ; Dr. C. H. Treadgotd,
Lond.; Dr. A. H. Thompson,
Lond.

U.-University College Hospital,
Lond., Sec. of.

V.-Dr. H. Vignes.
W. -Mr. A. Walker, Alnwick; Dr.

F. A. Warner. Lond.; Prof. R.
Wallace, Edinburgh.

M A N A G E R ’S NOTICES.
TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE UNITED STATES.

Messrs. Wm. Wood and Co., of New York, have relinquished
their Agency for the supply of THE LANCET in the United
States. The Manager of THE LANCET will be pleased to
supply copies direct from the London Office to subscribers

the United States at the strictly prepaid rate of$8 for
twelve months. Subscriptions may commence at any time.
Drafts and Money Orders should be made payable to the
Manager, Mr. CHARLES GOOD, 1, Bedford-street, Strand,
London, W.C. 2, England.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES. ’

INLAND.
One Year .................. JE1 10 0
Six Months ............... 0 16 0
Three Months ............... 0 8 0

COLONIES and ABROAD.
One year .................. &pound;1 1 6
Six Months ............... 0 17 6
Three Months ............... 0 8 9

Subscriptions (which may commence at any time) are ’’
Payable in advance. Cheques and Post Office Orders (crossed
"London County and Westminster Bank, Covent Garden
Branch") shoull be made payable to the Manager,
Mr. CHARLES GOOD, THE LANCET Offices, 423, Strand,
London, W.C. 2.

ADVERTISEMENT RATES.
Books and Publications ......

Official and General Announcements Four lines and
Trade and Miscellaneous Advertise- under...... 4s. Od.

Every additional line, 9d.
Quarter Page, aE2.. Half a Page, &pound;4.

Entire Page, &pound;8.
Special terms for Position Pages.

Advertisements (to ensure insertion the same week)
should be delivered at the Office not later than Wednesday,
Mcompanied by a remittance. ’

Notes, Short Comments, and Answers
to Correspondents.

UNAUTHORISED ATTENDANCE ON PENSIONERS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-Sir Matthew Nathan’s letter in THE LANCET of

March 23rd raises a point which practitioners should observe.
Lately a discharged soldier was sent to me with a letter

from a lady interested in the local War Pensions Committee,
asking me for an examination and report upon his fitness
for training as an electrician, and saying she would be
responsible for the fee. I examined him and gave a written
opinion on his state, and advice as to further procedure. As
no fee was mentioned, 1 in my letter requested that such fee
as was thought equal to the service should be sent me. I
was as a result offered 2s. 6d. !-a fee which I do not accept.
The point is that that is the value set upon such reports

at present. I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
March 25th. 1918. M.D.

COLONIAL HEALTH REPORTS.
Jamaica.-The report, signed by the Governor, Sir W.
Manning, on the Blue-book for the year ended March 31st,
1917, gives the estimated population of the island on
Dec. 31st, 1916, aa 897,196. The birth-rate for 1916 was 33-3
per 1000 of the population and the death-rate 22’4 per 1000,
as compared with 35’7 and 21’7 respectively in 1915. Of
the births registered, 67’5 per 100 were illegitimate,
being the highest proportion recorded since the intro-
duction of compulsory registration in 1878. The general
death-rate was increased by 0’7 per 1000. Comparing the
infant mortality with the births during the year, 29,923

, infants were born and 7108 died at 1 year of age or under-
equal to 23-7 per cent. The percentage under 5 years was

’ 28’3. In 71’5 per cent. of the deaths registered during the
year the causes of death were not medically certified.

Yaws is reported to be still very prevalent throughout the island.
The treatment of it bysalvarsan was systemtticitly carried on at the
public general hospitals and in the several medical districts with
beneficial results. Formerly cases of yaws had to be brought in by
the district con-tables, but in more than one district the results of
treatment by salvarsan have been so marked that patients come of
their own accord and apply for treatment. During the year 2911
cases were treated, in 2677 of which the symptomq of the disease
were cured. Of hookworm 5910 cases were treated at the various
hospitals in the following manner: By thymol. 2807 ; oil of cheno-
podium. 1753; quas.ia, 1326; naphthol B. 8; eucalyptus, 16. The
bacteriologist (Dr. H. H. Scott) states that in 67’93 per cent. of the
specimens examined for hookworm at the General Penitentiary and
the Spanish Town Prison the ankylostoma parasite was found, and
that during the last 18 months, in spite of treatment, the figures
show an upward tendency.
The total number of cases of malaria admitted to the hospitals was

5495. The number of cases recorded as having been caused by the
so-called " vomiting sickness" during the year was 68, of which 21,
or 30’8 per cent., were medically certified. A special investigation
into an outbreak in Trelawny was made by the bacteriologist in the
early part of the year 1917, the results of which only strengthen Dr.
Scott’s theory, which has been previously reported on at length,
that ackee poisoning is the cause of the residuum after elimination
of those accounted f,)r by well-known diseases, There was a very
large increase, particularly in Kingston, in the number of cases of, 

.

ani deaths from, pneumonia, the main factors in which are stated
to be meteorological conditions and poverty, which combine to lower
the vitality and restrict the resistive powers of the community. The
possibitity of a virulent strain of pneumocoeeus having been intro-
duced from Halifax by home-coming eonvalescents of the Third
Jamaica War Contingent has also been suggested as the reason for
the prevalence of the disease.
The number of persons treated at the out-patients’ departments of

the several hospitals totalled 68,540. The number of cases admitted
to public general hospitals during 1916 was 25,252. Adding the cases
treated in the Kmgston Public Hospital (4184), the Jubilee (Lying-in)
Hospital (594). the lunatic asylum (173J), the lepers’ home (141), the 

‘

granri total number of patients treated in Government hospitals and
asylums was 31,901, with 620 deaths. In the lepers’ home on
lllarch 31st, 1916, there were 121 patients, and during the year 20
others were admitted. Eleven died, 6 were discharged, and 2
absconded.
On the food question the Governor remarks : "’Che high prices of

imported foodstuffs, and the uncertainty as to their supply in view
of the shortage ot shipping and the demands of the Allies in Europe.
rendere i it advisable to take steps to urge the planting of ample
foodstuffs in the island to render the population independent of an
imported supply sho tid there be any faiture in that supply. The
measures taken have ensured that if supplies from outside are
obtainable in decreasing quantities there should be ample food for
all. and it is stated that never before have such quantities of pro-
visions been planted out as during the year under review. It has 

’

furthermore been generally impressed that the present situation
will not be confined to the period of the war alone, but that it
appears to b increasingly probable that for some time after there
will be a world-wide shortage of food for man, and that supplies may
be in great demand."
Dr. Scott states that contrary to belief it has been

found that amoebic dysentery does exist in Jamaica to
such an extent as now to be a menace. The inves-

1 THE LANCET. 1916, ii., 70.
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tigation into peripheral neuritis which was commenced
towards the end of 1916 by Dr. H. W. Catto, the assistant
bacteriologist, who has now resigned, was continued.
Towards the end of the year a special investigation was
conducted by Dr. Scott into an epidemic of a peculiar
nature in Spanish Town, but he stated that it would be
premature even to hazard a conjecture as to the nature
of the affection at the present time, though, arguing from
the symptomatic basis merely, it would appear to be an
acute infective condition analogous possibly to anterior
poliomyelitis.

SCRAP METAL FOR CHARITIES.
THE Edinburgh Scrap Metal Committee, organised by
Councillor Stark, has collected 46 tons of scrap metal,
which has been sold to local dealers for war munitions,
realising aE274, which have been devoted to war charities.
The collection has by no means come to an end yet. The
value of so-called waste material should be better realised
by the public; similar committees in other centres might
well be formed.

THE TERM "CAUSALGIA."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-Notwithstanding the courteous help of the library
staff of the Royal Society of Medicine, I have been unable to
ascertain exactly when or by whom the name " Causalgia 

"

was first used. Most books seem to attribute the designa-
tion to Weir Mitchell, and, although he gave an admirable
description, I have so far failed to ascertain from any of his
works that he was the first user of this term. My attention
has been drawn to a copy of La Presse M&eacute;dicale, dated
April 20th, 1916, wherein M. Leriche has the same regret as
to the inability to find when causalgia was first named. In
Mme. Athanassia-Benisty’s reference to "Causalgia" in
" Clinical Forms of Nerve Lesions," on page 81, the follow-
ing sentence occurs" Causalgia was first observed in 1813
by Alex. Denmark, then by Paget, and finally by Weir
Mitchell, who has given a remarkable description of it."
Perhaps some correspondent could enlighten the darkness

on this little bit of medical history, and personally I should
be glad to hear as to the two former authors whom she
mentions, and whether either of them is entitled to the
distinction of coining the word in question.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Lancaster, April 2nd, 1918. , 

W. H. COUPLAND.

"ANIMAL LIFE AND HUMAN PROGRESS."
THE last lecture of the series was delivered at King’s College
on March 27th, by Professor Robert Newstead, Professor I
of Entomology in the University of Liverpool, his subject
being, " Tsetse Flies and Colonisation." The Hon. W. P.
Schreiner, K.C., High Commissioner for South Africa,
presided. After referring to the many ways in which
insects helped or hindered the progress of man, Professor
Newstead referred to the brilliant observation made by
Sir Patrick Manson in 1878 that elephantiasis was trans-
mitted by mosquitoes,l a discovery which had been the
keynote to all subsequent discoveries in connexion with
blood-sucking flies and the diseases caused by their agency.
In 1908 cases of sleeping sickness were detected in Rhodesia
and Nyassaland, and a few years later the Royal Society sent
out a commission under Sir David Bruce which led to a
revival of interest in the tsetse fly.2 Professor Newstead
than described the characteristics of the fly, and its life-
history, the production of the larvae which mature within
the body of the parent, and the development of the

chrysalis (or its equivalent), with lantern slides depicting
the nature of the country in which the insects lived and
the places they selected for breeding. Sixteen different
kind of tsetse flies had been described and these might
readily be divided into three groups represented by
Glossina palpalis, G. morsitans, and G. brevipalpis. G. pal-
palis was found along river banks and occurred in belts of
dense vegetation in South Africa. Beyond the denser
belts of vegetation the fly did not live. In Nyassaland,
miles beyond the G. palpalis district, the same kind of
vegetation without the rivers did not harbour the fly.
G. morsitans, on the other hand, occurred over large tracts
of country and did not live in belts. One fact brought
out was that the tsetse fly required a certain amount of
shade for its mere existence and a liberal provision during
the period of parturition. The female crawled into a
shady spot under a fallen log, into the root hole of a tree,
or the burrow of an animal. The fly produced a single
larva at a time and at intervals of two or three weeks,
probably living for about a year. Apart from man, it
preyed chiefly on the larger mammals, though crocodiles

1 Dr. T. Spencer Cobbold reates Sir Patrick Manson’s discovery of
the intermediate host in THE LANCET, 1878. ii., 64.
2 In the Croonian Lectures for 1915 Surgeon-General Sir David

Bruce dealt with trypanosomes causing disease in man and domestic
animals In Central Afric, and those of our readers interested in the
subject will find a description of the tsetse flies in THE LANCET,
1915, i., 1327.

and one or two other reptiles and birds also served its
purpose. It had been suggested that a species of guinea-
fowl might be introduced to devour the pupae, but the
lecturer did not think this proceeding would be of much
use. Sleeping sickness in man was due to the trypanosoma
carried by the tsetse fly, and the big game of South
Africa were reputed to be the natural reservoirs of the
parasites. Two types of the disease occurred, of which
the newer had been established in Rhodesia. The fly and
the disease which it produced formed serious barriers in
the way of settlement and to the opening up of new trade
routes. Specific drug treatment had proved of some value,
but it appeared necessary to clear away ruthlessly the
vegetation throughout the whole of the fly-infestedcountry.
Destruction merely of the breeding places and thecollecting
of pupae would not, in the lecturer’s opinion, cause any great
diminution of the fly except in small areas. The trained
experts who were sent out before the advent of the present

’ 

war to investigate trypanosomiasis and its causes had
shown how to combat the disease in the light of present
knowledge, and great progress had been made in our
knowledge of causative agents. The lecturer expressed
the hope that further research would lead to an entire
prevention of the disease.
THE PREVENTION OF DENTAL DISEASE IN

’ 

CHILDREN.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;AM those who know the present condition of
children’s teeth must be shocked and horrified at it, but
the difficulties of treatment are only realised by those who
have attempted it. Years ago the writer concluded that
treatment, either wholesale or retail, was almost futile so
long as the cause persisted, and that the only real solution
lay in prevention.
Being blessed with two healthy children and a reasonable

wife it was decided to experiment with preventive measures,
neither parents showing any immunity. Absolute knowledge
of the ultimate causes of dental disease not being available
it was also decided to act on certain assumptions, which
were as follows: 1. That the disease is caused by over-feeding
and meals between meals. 2. By too much manufactured
sugar or sweets which exhaust the salivary glands and are
the equivalent of pre-digested carbohvdrates. These were
not meant to be pre-digested but to be well chewed. 3. By
finely milled flours in biscuits and other artificial foods.
4. By too much milk after teething, milk being designed
chemically and physically for the toothless. 5. By bed-time
meals, which leave the mouth unclean while the salivary
glands are at rest. 6. By foods requiring too little mastica-
tion and, therefore, too little salivation. 7. By the com-
parative futility of the toothbrush.

Briefly, these two strong children, aged 5 and 4, have had
three meals per day (the last being 1% hours before bed), no
sweets, and milk with 50 per cent. of added water, and a
small piece of an apple at bed-time for cleansing purposes.
Now they habitually devour the hardest crusts of dried
brown bread with relish because they have healthy appetites,
powerful jaws, and perfect teeth.
Far more experiments of this sort are needed to establish

the above assumptions, but it is permissible, in conclusion,
to say that it is easier and cheaper to feed children on pre-
ventive lines than as they are generally treated, and also to
point out that the first step towards prevention must be adetermination on the part of parents to restrain themselves
when they are tempted to a sentimental indulgence of their
little ones in the matter of foods and sweets. Children will
never miss those dangerous luxuries which they have never
had. I am, Sir, yours faithfully,

Sheffield, April 2nd, 1918. H. JAS. MORRIS, L.D.S.
R. R. L.-The account was not in THE LANCET, and appears

to have been an imaginative effort which met with no
official encouragement.

A. IT’.2s question with regard to the selection of medical
officers for child-welfare work has already been dealt with
in these columns.

M E T E O R O L O G I C A L REA DIN G S.

(Takenoaily at 8.30 a.m. by Steward’s Instruments.)
THZ LANCET Office, April 3rd, 1918.

Other information which we have been accustomed to give in these
" Readings" ia withheld for the period of the war.


